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MONTEREY, Calif. – Thirty-two students who completed a Master of Arts in Security Studies at the Naval
Postgraduate School Center for Homeland Defense and Security participated in graduation ceremonies Sept.
23.
The graduates comprise professionals from law enforcement, fire safety, homeland security and emergency
management. (Please see attached list).
"These graduates bring great credit to themselves and their professions. They will join the expanding network of
homeland security leaders who are shaping the future of our nation," said CHDS Director Glen Woodbury.
Two students received special honors.
Michael Biasotti, chief of the New Windsor, N.Y., Police Department, received the Center’s Outstanding
Thesis Award and the Curtis H. "Butch" Straub Achievement Award. The Thesis Award is based on overall
academic rigor; quality of the literature review; impact of the study on homeland security strategy and future
research implications; quality of analysis and conclusions; quality of organization, writing and overall
presentation of thesis. The Curtis H. “Butch” Straub is based on grades, thesis and classroom leadership.
Elaine Jennings, director for Planning, Preparedness and Emergency Threats, California Emergency
Management Agency, received the Center’s Philip Zimbardo Award. This award honors a student who
demonstrates the best understanding of the psychological aspects of terrorism and whose performance in the
master’s program best embodies the highest levels of academic achievement and outstanding leadership.
The honor is named after renowned Stanford University psychologist Philip Zimbardo, who also teaches at
CHDS.
CHDS Cohort 1001/1002
Michael Biasotti, Chief of Police, New Windsor Police, New Windsor, NY
Michael Brody, Reporting Section Chief, National Preparedness Assessment Division, FEMA, Washington,
DC
Nancy Casper, Federal Coordinating Officer, FEMA, Washington, DC
Tristin Collins LT, Program Manager, New Jersey State Police, West Trenton, NJ
Scott Cubbler, Section Chief – Supervisory Protective Security Advisor, Infrastructure Protection, Arlington,
VA
James D’Avolio, Captain, New York City Fire Department, Queens, NY
Michael Evans, Deputy Director, Mobile County Emergency Management Agency/Homeland Security, Mobile,
AL
Shawn Fitzgerald, Director of Operations, 103rd Rescue Squadron/NYANG, Westhampton Beach, NY
Judson Freed, Director, Ramsey County Division of Emergency Management and Homeland Security, St.
Paul, MN
Leonard Guercia, Jr., Operations Branch Chief, Connecticut Department of Public Health, Hartford, CT
Brad Halsey Deputy Chief, Independence Missouri Police Department, Independence, MO
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Richard Harlow, Special Agent In Charge, United States Secret Service, Memphis, TN
Michael Harrington, Inspector, New York City Police Department, New York, NY
Joselito Ignacio, Deputy Program Director, Chemical Defense, DHS/Office of Health Affairs, Washington, DC
Elaine Jennings, Director for Planning, Preparedness and Emergency Threats, California Emergency
Management Agency Division of Homeland Security
Debra Kirby, Deputy Superintendent, Chicago Police Department, Chicago, IL
Amin Kosseim, Deputy Inspector, New York City Police Department, New York, NY
John Lenkart, Unit Chief, Federal Bureau of Investigation, Washington, DC
Jasie Logsdon, Senior Epidemiologist/Preparedness Program Manager, Lake Cumberland District Health
Department, Somerset, KY
James Madia, Emergency Response Team Lieutenant, Inglewood Police Department, Inglewood, CA
Jeffrey Magram, Colonel, Vice Wing Commander, 129th Rescue Wing, California Air National Guard
Bob McKenna, Commanding Officers Community Services Command, U.S. Coast Guard, Chesapeake, VA
Tracy Montgomery, Assistant Police Chief, Homeland Security Division, Phoenix Police Department, Phoenix,
AZ
Joseph Reale, Lieutenant Colonel/Regional Desk Officer, U.S. Northern Command, Peterson AFB, CO
Bryan Roberts, Chief of Police, Menlo Park Police Department, Menlo Park, CA
Caroline Prosch, Legislative Affairs Officer, NORAD and U.S. Northern Command, Washington, DC
Tracy Russillo, Deputy Director, Bureau of Administrative and Supportive Services , Virginia State Police,
Richmond, VA
Brian Satula, Administrator, Wisconsin Emergency Management, Madison, WI
Bill Sweeney, Assistant Special Agent in Charge, Federal Bureau of Investigation, Newark, NJ
Laura Thomson, Commander, U.S. Coast Guard, DHS, Alameda, CA
John Waters, Chief, Upper Merion Fire & Rescue Services, King of Prussia, PA
Roger Woodard, Operations Administration Chief, Fort Worth Fire Department, Fort Worth, TX
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